From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 

From: "James P. Rybak" <jrybak@mesa5.Mesa.Colorado.EDU> 

Subject: 160 Meter Antennas 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9601191335 .A11190-0100000@mesa5.mesa.colorado.edu> 


With all this talk about 160 meters, I am getting very interested. Can 
anyone recommend some small lot sized antennas which will load up on 160 
meters? Also, what do folks recommend for an antenna tuner for 160? 


Thanks. 


Jim WOKSD 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: MIKE SANDERS <ks@f@basic.net> 

Subject: 160 rig 

Message-ID: <199601192205.QAA04701@basic.net> 


Greetings, 

Not a tx but a transceiver was made by SWAN for 160 only. Stew Perry 
W1BB "Mr 160" used one and there are many photos of him and station in 
the mags. It looked like the 350 or the 250 etc. 73 de KSOF 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu> 

Subject: 160M xmtrs 

Message-ID: <Pine.SV4.3.91.960119095631.17650C -100000@uhunix5> 


Was there ever a 160M-only xmtr manufactured? I know Heath produced 
some single band rigs - did they include a 160M version? Does anyone 
have one FS? 


Since I joined the TopBand email list I'm itching to get on 160. I'm 
building a QRP xmtr for that band but I'm thinking it would also be 
nice to have a commercial-made rig, too. 


Has anyone taken one of those older 2-3 Mc AM marine band xcvrs 
and converted it to 160M CW? If so, what stage did you key for CW? 
(Again, these were AM-only radios. They were the rage prior to 

the mid 70s creation of the VHF-FM marine band.) 


Jef£ NH6IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 


From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 
Subject: 160M xmtrs 
Message-ID: <9601192030.AA13939@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


Jeff, you can put a T-18/ARC-5 (2.3-3 Mc/s) on 160 pretty 
eaSily..... ‘course, the dial markings will be wrong. I have one 
I'm going to tweak down to 160 soon, when some other projects are 
finished. 


If you can find a T-18, that's certainly one way to go. 
73, 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: gc@fox.cen.com (Gary Chatters) 

Subject: Re: 160M xmtrs 

Message-ID: <9601192121.AA03744@cen.com> 


Jeff asks: 

> 

>Was there ever a 160M-only xmtr manufactured? I know Heath produced 
>some single band rigs - did they include a 160M version? Does anyone 
>have one FS? 

> 


One of the list's Heath experts will probably jump in and give the 

right answer, but as I recall vaguely from having been around at the time: 
Heath had the three HW-x2 single band rigs (HW-12, -22, -32 for 

75, 40 and 20 respectively). I don't think there was one for 160. 

But Heath had another limited coverage mobile radio for the lower HF/MF range 
that was crystal controlled. They sold it for CAP and MARS use, 

maybe for marine, too. And it might have gone down to 160, but I am 

not sure. Does anyone remember the rig(s) I am referring to? 


Gary 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: Chuck Penson <penson@sci.mus.mn.us> 

Subject: Re: 160M xmtrs 


Message-ID: <31000C33.5E0@sci.mus.mn.us> 


Jeffrey Herman wrote: 


> 
> Was there ever a 160M-only xmtr manufactured? I know Heath produced 
> some single band rigs - did they include a 160M version? 


The only 160M rig Heath ever made was the HW-18-3. It is based on 
the "singlebander" radios, but has no VFO. It is crystal controlled 
and had two channels. 


> have one FS? 


Good luck :) The HW-18-3 is one of the rarest of all Heath's 
products--made for only 1 year from 68 to 69. 


Chuck Penson 
Education Division 
Science Museum of Minnesota 


penson@sci.mus.mn.us 
612.221.4510 voice 
612.224.5092 fax 


Standard Disclaimer: The opinions expressed are etc. etc. 


"Nothing is too wonderful to be true" -- Michael Farady 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: Peter Ferrand <pferrand@scoot.netis.com> 

Subject: Re: 160M xmtrs 

Message-ID: <199601192249.RAA11290@scoot.netis.com> 


Depends what you call a transmitter. There was a small kw linear 
offered for sale in the 1970's that was made by an outfit called 
Top Band Systems, tho I never saw one or heard one. Used a string 
of sweep tubes. 


And one of DenTron's very first products was a 160 meter transverter, 
the 160XV which was to be used with an 80 meter transceiver. It 
worked OK and I wrote an article for Ham Radio about a couple small 
changes to improve stability. DenTron also made 160 tuner and 

a mobile antenna (!) back in those days. The transverter used a 
single 6146B for output. 


Seems to me there was a 160m rig offered by one of those little 


companies that took a few small ads in the back of the ham 
magazines for a few months, then disappeared, never to be heard 
from again. 


That, actually, is a whole other subject - any collectors of 
gear made by one-man companies? Sounds like fun and a real 
challenge. 


73 

Pete 

WB2QLL 
pferrand@scoot.netis.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: 6U8 problems 

Message-ID: <SA39+m3++la@hrlban10.alhra.af.mil> 


All this talk about troublesome 6U8s has gotten me wondering; what is the 
‘cathode interface' (or whatever the term is for it) problem? OK, I've heard 
about the effects it causes, but what is the mechanism? Is there some 
gradual migration of coatings or contamination effect within the tube? If so, 
where? Is this inherent to the internal design, or are some tubes unaffected 
based on type of use/application? 
73, John Martin 

jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Bill Meara <74537.1100@compuserve.com> 

Subject: 6U8's and 6EA8s 

Message-ID: <960119091046_74537.1100_EHH67-1@CompuServe. COM> 


I've found the discussion of the 6U8s and 6EA8's very interesting. The 6U8 was 
about the only tube I've ever had to change in my Drake 2-B. Soon after I 
changed it, I noticed that one of the original crystals (25 Mhz) was bad. 
(Thanks to Tony for the replacement.) I don't know if there was any 
cause-effect relationship here. 


On the 6EA8, I've had some trouble with this tube in one application: the relay 
circuit on the Heath HW-101. Despite the much appreciated advice from many list 
members, I've not been able to get this circuit to work properly. A number of 
people who used this rig "way back when" told me that the problem is the 6EA8 
tube. I was told by one fellow that he kept a box of them available - every time 
the relay circuit acted up he started swapping tubes until he hit one that 


worked! If anybody has any additional ideas, I'm all ears... I guess it would 
not be a good idea to try substituting a 6U8 ! 

73! Bill N2CQR/HI8 

74537 .1100@compuserve.com 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

Running: HT-37, 2-B, HW-101, HQ-100 (with SP-600 

and SX-43 awaiting repairs) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: “Emil Switzer" <switzer_e%a1l.clust.CLUST.umc@engult.1lxe.com> 
Subject: another homer post 

Message-ID: <04938091106991/86188@CLUST> 


To: Boatanchors 


Here's another post from Homer. 


S22 55a Forwarded message 


Posted: Thu, 18 Jan 96 16:41:01 -0500 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 

From: "Thomas A. Adams" <103360.2133@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Re: Answer to lurker's private E-MAIL 

Message-ID: <960119191810_103360.2133_JHL140-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Hello James. 


One thing that this whole adventure had shown me is that a lot of folks out 
there are missing the whole idea o£ BOATANCHORS. 


Being a student, you're familiar with the Socratic method of teaching; a 
question is asked, and answered. The question and answer branch off into other 
areas, which leads to MORE questions and answers. 


It's OK if you're here to learn! I've got no problem with someone who admits 
that s/he doesn't have the answers already. 


The problem comes from the nonparticipant. Questions alone are useless and an 
effort in vain. Answers alone are similarly useless to the group. 


How many times have you seen a seemingly simple question tossed out on the 
echo that generates a multitude of responses, many of which lead into other 
areas that people in the group are interested in? 


The lurker I have a problem with is the person who just sits back and watches 
the show. THAT PERSON HAS SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO A THREAD, WHETHER S/HE 
REALIZES IT OR NOT! To NOT contribute by participating in some way is, to me 
anyway, even more selfish than refusing to help pay the financial freight. 


QUESTIONS are the stimulus that makes this whole thing run! Without them, BA 
would probably degenerate into a huge, sluggish electronic flea market. 


I realize that some folks out there in Modemland are a bit intimidated; 
there's a LOT of heavy duty expertise in a lot of different fields here. No one 
wants to look stupid by asking an obvious of overly simple question. 


Have no fears on that score. Like the old saw says, the only foolish question 
is the one that doesn't get asked. NOBODY here is gonna call you dumb; NOBODY'S 
DUMB, ONLY UNINFORMED! 


Even tho I make my daily cup of thin gruel as a TV engineer, my training is 
that of a high school Social Studies teacher (double major, History and 
Political Science). However, the only teaching I ever did was the "Student 
Teaching" variety, training required to get my certificate. I was licensed, but 
I've never used it. 


One of the main reasons for that was the point I'm getting at here. Teaching 
is difficult enough, but it becomes almost impossible when you're standing in 
front of a bunch of unresponsive lumps! You have to wonder; are they interested? 
Are they awake? Are they DEAD??? 2-4) 


Hey, Jim! Don't just hang out there on the fringes! Grab yourself a chunk of 
the action and JOIN IN! 


Re. the problems of being a student; yeah, I know how THAT bit goes! Bread is 
tight. This is probably the ONLY valid exception to the "$12.00 won't break 
anybody" statement. 


I'm not sure how to deal with that one. Perhaps if we kick it out here for 
ideas, the BA gang can possibly come up with a solution. Maybe a reduced student 
rate. Maybe a student freebie. Maybe those of us in the gang who are more 
financially fluid can ADOPT a student, and help subsidize his/her subscription 
costs. 


What does the rest of the group think? 


73's, 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: Sandy Blaize <70401.134@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Re: Answer to lurker's private E-MAIL 

Message-ID: <960119205819_70401.134_THD79-2@CompuServe. COM> 


I agree with this post 100%!! 


We NEVER get too smart! I am always learning new things about this game. Some 
of you younger "whipper-snappers" ask some questions that are routine, but 
sometimes 

VERY stimulating! I taught amateur theory classes at one time. Nothing 
frustrates an 

instructor more than a class that asks no questions! You ask yourself: "Am I 
getting 

through to them? Do they know all this already?" Nothing is as lively as a 
student 

who asks a question that makes you go and do some research to find the answer! 
I have seen a few "instructors" who "B.S." their way through the "answer", but 
that erodes your credibility and misinforms the learner! Sure, we are not 


knowledgable 
about EVERYTHING. I love the axiom that says: "They more we know, the more 
we know that we don't know!" Show me someone who "knows everything" or 


doesn't "make mistakes" and I'll show you a "con" artist! 

Don't be bashful! If you have what you might think is a ‘stupid" question, 
then 

ask it! We are all constantly learning. Maybe YOU are another Howard Armstrong 
hatching an idea that just needs some small piece of data to trigger it into 


fruition! 


73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


Boat Anchors collected, restored, traded and used! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: GALBRAITH CHRISTOPHER <99galbra@lab.cc.wmich.edu> 
Subject: Re: Answer to lurker's private E-MAIL 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960119162546 .7702B-100000@grog> 


On Fri, 19 Jan 1996, Sandy Blaize wrote: 


> Don't be bashful! If you have what you might think is a 'stupid" question, 
> then ask it! We are all constantly learning. Maybe YOU are another Howard 
Armstrong 

> hatching an idea that just needs some small piece of data to trigger it into 
> fruition! 


Kee-doke, 

Here's one that I haven't quite grasped...a simple phenemonon. Low 
impedance sources (Low-Z mics, transistors) can't drive high impedance 
inputs (tube mic preamp). How come? Is it just a matter of the 
mis-matched impedances causing kinks in frequency response? I thought 
low-z sources are supposed to be able to drive everything (like why they 
use 500/600 ohm stuff in pro broadcast--long lines and all). 


I ask this in hopes of finally 'getting' the whole impedance thing. It 
never ‘quite' seems to hit me as anything more than resistance. 


Hmmm. 


73, Chris KA8WFC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Re: Answer to lurker's private E-MAIL 

Message-ID: <9601192226.AA16782@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


>Here's one that I haven't quite grasped...a simple phenemonon. Low 
>impedance sources (Low-Z mics, transistors) can't drive high impedance 
>inputs (tube mic preamp). How come? 


Hmmm..... I find this supposition confusing. In AM/FM 
broadcasting there is a technique called "bridging" wherein 
high-Z input amplifiers are "bridged" across low-Z (600 ohm) 
lines to provide auxilary monitoring (like, to the speakers in 
the lobby, for example, by bridging an amp across the program 
line). The rule of thumb is that the input impedance of the 
amplifier must be at xleastx five times the impedance of the line 
bridged (more is better) to keep the bridging circuit from 
loading the line. This assumes that the line is properly 
terminated, thus the "generator" sees a proper load and develops 


its rated output. The high-Z amplifier, assuming it has 
sufficient gain, can easily accept the signal level present 
across the load and amplify it to perform some useful function 
but *WITHOUT* "loading" the line and causing the "generator" to 
see a "mismatch." 


It would seem to me, then, that if I simply terminated my 
low-impedance mike in the load it wanted to see, I could then 
"bridge" it with a high-Z mike preamp. Have you tried this? 


>(like why they 
>use 500/600 ohm stuff in pro broadcast--long lines and all). 


One of the reasons for using low-Z is noise immunity - the 
higher the circuit impedance, the greater the potential developed 
across the load impedance by external noise sources (especially 
hum from AC power lines). In fact, broadcast mikes used to all 
be 150 ohms (balanced) to further reduce the liklihood of 
noise/hum pickup, given that the mike output level was pretty low 
and required a *xLOT*x of amplification. 


But I've been out of broadcasting since 1977, and don't have 
any of my handbooks here at work..... 


73, 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

Subject: Re: Answer to lurker's private E-MAIL 
Message-ID: <199601192248.RAA19416@shiva-dev.shiva. com> 


Well, a low-Z mic could drive a high-Z load. Just that your usual 
high-Z input just doens't have enough GAIN for the low-Z mic. 
Especially if the high-Z input is designed for a crystal mic, which 
has a very high output level. 


That low-Z mic input transformer is usually a step-up transformer, and 
the unbalanced input behind it is quite high gain. They are not run 
"bridged", they are still seeing a load far higher than the nominal 
150 ohm impedance. 


The main reason that low-Z mics are designed with low-Z outputs is so 
that shunt capacitance won't eat the highs on long cable runs. 


Also, low-Z mics usually have balanced output, and the input 
transformer is balanced, to greatly cut down hum and noise pickup on 
long cables. 


In general, low-Z mics are an optimization for LONG cables. I 
routinely ran them through 100 foot or more of cable back in high 
school at the theatre there. (That much cable on a D-104, and you'll 
sound like a whale. Highs?) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@q.continuum.net> 
Subject: RE: ARC-5 Question 

Message-ID: <199601190712.CAA03326@q. continuum. net> 


John Schwartzberg wrote: 


Perhaps someone who is more up on the military gear can answer a few 
questions. First, are there unobtrusive or easily restorable mods for 
bringing the 458A up to 40 meters or down to 80 meters? 


There was an article within the past year in Electric Radio 

on this. The 458 can be "tweaked" simply by adjusting the 

settings of the master osc. and final tuning variable caps, to cover 

40 meters. See the article for the details. No "ugly" mods such as 
removing turns from the MO coil are required. I would strongly suggest 
against any physical mods of these sets. They are fine units, and are 
becoming quite scarce in original condition. 


I would also recommend that you try to operate the unit with its 
original modulator/power unit BC-456. I have a pair of the 40 and 

80 meter transmitters running off one of them with excellent keying 
quality and good audio on AM. If you can't use a BC-456, at least 
construct a power supply and implement a B+ keying scheme with 

small relays that emulates the 456. In my opinion, the somewhat bad 
rap these sets get for chirp is the result of using alternate keying 
schemes, and poor power supply voltage regulation. 


I would really prefer to see the 458A (made by Westinghouse, BTW) find a 
good home with someone who will appreciate it for just what it is, rather 
than destroy it. Any thoughts? 


Why would you want to destroy it? Trade it, sell it, or pass it on! 


73:4 


Chris Bowne, AJ1G 
Stonington, CT 
radiobwn@q.continuum.net 
AMI No. 211 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: BA Stars in Electric radio this month.... 
Message-ID: <199601190459.AB27960@northshore.ecosoft.com> 


Hello Everyone: 


Just received my January 1996 issue of E-R today and was happy to see that 
some of the higher-profile Boatanchors-List fellas are also in the mag! 


There's a nice article by Tom Adams, K9TA on the Knight-Kit T-50 transmitter 
that was a nice read. Also there were not one, but two photos of Nick 
England KD4CPL with some of his wonderful boatanchor collection. Nick is 
best known as a Heathkit collector, but one of the photos shows a nice 
E.F.Johnson representation. 


In addition to our stars, this issue is a real winner! There are articles 
on the Hammarlund HQ-180 and the Collins 32-V transmitters. Thanks, Barry 
for an outstanding issue. 


73, 
Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 


mc@shore.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: TFMW15A@prodigy.com (MR LESTER H SHUMAN) 

Subject: boat anchors 

Message-ID: <013.09032676.TFMWLI5A@prodigy.com> 


send list to my e mail 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@q.continuum.net> 
Subject: Chirpy Heathkit Cheyenne MT-1 

Message-ID: <199601191102.GAAQ6005@q. continuum. net> 


A few years ago I purchased a set of mint condition Heath Mobile twins from an 
estate of a co-workers ham father. (Another When We Die posting on it another time 
- a whole house full of ham gear was involved !) 


Generally the MT-1 works well - but - it has a HORRIBLE chirp and frequency 
instability on 40 meters. This is apparently due to the rigs scheme of using 

a 1.8 Mc VFO on 80 meters, and a 7 Mc VFO on 40 meters and higher bands. 

RF feedback from the final to the VFO causes the chirp on CW, FM on AM, and makes 
it impossible to zero beat another station, because the spot frequency shifts on 
actual transmit. Loading changes also affect the 

frequency. 


I was able to eliminate the chirp by a kludge reset of the VFO bandswitch cam so 
that the 160 meter VFO fundamental was used on 40, but drive was low, and I would 
have to reset the switch cam to get 7 Mc VFO output to operate on higher bands. 


Nothing else was obviously wrong. I went through the set to clean up any bad 
solder joints to no effect. 


I am now wondering if this was an inherent design fault. Has anyone else 

had a similar problem with their MT-1? I found it odd that Heath avoided the 
problem on 80 meters by design, but left the rig suspect to feedback by design on 
40. 


Heath apparently issued a "field change" to this set to modify the driver 

stage. My guess is that this may be associated with my chirp problem. My set 
does not appear to have the Mod installed. (I'll bet there's a little envelope in 
a box somewhere at the SK's house with the parts in it!) Does anyone have details 
on the component values involved? My manual describes the parts by Heath part 
number, but one or two of the parts are coils, and details on them are lacking. 


73, 
Chris Bowne, AJ1G 
Stonington, CT 


radiobwn@q. continuum. net 
AMI No. 211 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 


From: jmiller@teleteam.com (Jay H. Miller) 
Subject: D-104 Cartridges 
Message-ID: <v01510100ad2543b2c8a0@[205.198.110.25]> 


In reviewing John Staples’ article *Curing that Valiant Sound* in the April 
1991 issue of ER, I noted the statement he made regarding new replacement 
cartidges for the D-104 mike. 


Does anyone know where these puppies may be obtained and for how much? 


RIKKI RR THAABAARAARAARAAAAA AAA EE KAA KAA KAAKAAKKAKKK 
Jay H. Miller, KK5IM Dallas, Texas 

The Pocket Guide to Collins Amateur Radio Equipment 

jmiller@teleteam.com 

KKKKKKKKKKKEKKEKKA AK  JHAHAARAARAARAARAARAA HAA EE AK AA KAAKAKAKAAKKAKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: MIKE SANDERS <ks@f@basic.net> 

Subject: Death 

Message-ID: <199601191715.LAA29570@basic.net> 


Greetings, 

I didnt know Dave Williams personally. Only chatted with him on occasion 
on 6 meter AM. He was a BAer for sure and had some pretty big iron. T1368 and 
so on. Dave enjoyed everything from AM on 160 meters to color fast scan TV 
on 1.2 Ghz. He had a lot of stuff. Last October he went to the doctor for 
a pain in his neck. They operated. He was dead in just over a month. He was 


42. Wishing you all great longevity, 
73 de KSOF 
ZUT 


P.S. I was actually a member of ZUT. Any others? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: MIKE SANDERS <ks@f@basic.net> 

Subject: Re: Death 

Message-ID: <199601191939.NAA01999@basic.net> 


>> P.S. I was actually a member of ZUT. Any others? 

> 

>Likewise, Mike, fellow sparks..... 

> 

>Well, I have a card up on the shack wall to that effect from the USCG, 
>via the closing ceremonies at NMN. That would make me more of a lurker, 


>than a real CHOPS. But my heart goes out the cause. I do promote the 

>use of ZUT in the spirit of the ops who were aboard for the watch. As the 
>motto goes, ~* ZUT means ‘CW Forever' '' I just wish I did have real time 
>in on watch..... via the USCG or the MM. As it now stands, my papers are 
>mostly just gathering dust in the filing cabinet. The GMDSS will put us 
>on the beach for the duration, shortly, methinks. 

> 

>73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob > 


G'day mate and list, 

I don't think ZUT was ever intended to be exclusionary. It's banner 
was like all our others. Should the bearer falter or fall the next 
man jack closest was to assume the duties (honor) of the flag. ZUT like 
BA is simply a noble state of mind. I suspect combat is at near and it 
is time to id friend or foe before the mother of all battles. They have 
pushed us back to a few hundred kilocycles of Ham spectrum and they want 
that hallowed ground we stand on. If they only knew. Dem boyz aint never 
seen no real fight now has dey? Kill CW, Type acceptance on the "ham 
bands" and if your BA wont pass 34kbaud of digital dribble your off the 
air. I'm not paranoid boys, I just been around awhile. When your SW3 
gets into the diginuts 40 meter packet rig dem regens gonna hav to go. 
Just like them lethal 23 channel CBs. Ask them BA car buffs about them 
polluting the atmosphere. Those old junk BAs can pollute a lot of spectrum 
boys even the rx's fer Keyrisezakes! 73 de KSOF 

ZUT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@q.continuum.net> 

Subject: East Coast Old Military Radio Net Now On 160 and 75 Meters 
Message-ID: <199601190751.CAA03816@q. continuum. net> 


Due to the current early morning propagation conditions, the OMRN now is 
meeting on 1995 kc at about 0500 EST. After sunrise, when 75 meter 
conditions improve, we shift to 75 meters - 3885 kc, if available, otherwise 
somewhere in the AM window. 


Conditions have been excellent on 1995. On one net, everyone was on TCS 
transmitters (20 watts), from OHIO, to Maine, upstate NY, and MD. 


Come on in and join the fun, and QSO some real BAs. Some of the BA sets 
frequently heard on the net: 


ART-13, GRC-19, ARC-5, BC-191, GRC-9, WS No. 19, 


TDO, ARC-2, T-368, TBM, ARC-38, BC-654, BC-610, TCS, 
BC-375, RT-318, TCM. 


I suspect we have a few listeners who, for various reasons, can't 

check in. If you are reading this, and are one of our listeners, please drop me 
an e-mail. I am considering doing an on-line session of the net, in which 

I will pass on e-mail comments to the on-air net members in real time. Please let 
me know if anyone is interested. 


Set your alarm clock, make yourself some coffee, wind up those dynamotors, and 
join the fray! 


73, 


Chris Bowne, AJ1G 
Stonington, CT 
radiobwn@q.continuum.net 
AMI No. 211 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: Conard Murray <cfm@tntech.edu> 

Subject: Fwd: AGC and fidelity...any comments? 
Message-ID: <Q11078X70201I90JDPB@tntech.edu> 


-- [ From: Conard Murray * EMC.Ver #2.5.02 ] -- 


Hello all, 

One phenomenon I would like to have an answer to is this.... 

Most BA gear that I have had the pleasure of using have much better audio 
copying AM b'cast with the RF gain manully adjusted than with the AGC 
enabled. Its not that the audio has distortion with the AGC on....it just 
sounds flat and dull. Some rigs show this much more than others...the worst 
was my old trusty Halli R-45/ARR-7. 

Does having this effect mean that the AGC voltage to each stage needs to be 
adjusted to improve the sound or is there there audio going where it 
shouldn't or am I imagining the whole thing? 
Thanks alot and 73 

ZUT de Conard, ws4s cfm@tntech.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: History lessons 

Message-ID: <SA39+Psyzka@hrlbani0.alhra.af.mil> 


Barry Ornitz wrote regarding an article entitled "The Tangled Prelude to the 
Age of Silicon Electronics," published by Tau Beta Pi, which showed that the 
use of elemental silicon was coincident with vacuum tube technology in 

radio, and mentioned asking themi for permission to send it electronically to 
this group. 


I enjoy the history of communication technology, and this one sounds very 
interesting. I hope Tau Beta Pi is cooperative. 
73, John Martin 

jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: kj7£@micron.net (Terry Dobler ) 

Subject: Re: HV transformer control - with Triac? 
Message-ID: <mOtdITk-Q00QhjC@misO1.micron.net> 


Has anyone had any experience with IGBT's. I received a bunch 
of liturature on studio lighting packages which are using them instead 
of triac's and SCR's. Instead of having large boxes with noisy fans 
and bulky inductors that the SCR's require these mount the control 
devices (the IGBT's) right on the lighting grid with the lights. Each 
dimmer has its own heat sink. They claim to eliminate most of the problems 
related to SCR control including filament singing. 

A few weeks I happened across a very informative discussion by a W6 


who designs three phase power converters. He was singing the praises 
of IGBT devices and saying how much easier they made his job. I wish 
I had jotted down his call he was so interesting to listen to. For 


that matter I should have jumped in. But it is kinda like hear. I 
tend to lurk in the background learning unless I have something worthwhile 
to contribute. 


Terry KJ7F 
kj7£@micron.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Duncan Cadd <dcadd@luc.ac.be> 

Subject: In Marconi's Footsteps 

Message-ID: <9601191342.AA12395@alpha.luc.ac.be> 


Greetings, Folks, from a cold and dull Diepenbeek in N.E. Belgium! 


The original postings on this appeared months ago, but anyhow . 


This very morning, my copy of this book arrived, several months after I 
ordered it. Almost died when I saw the price - 1788 Belgian franks. 
"Hertz's haemorrhoids" I thought, "Can any book this size be worth 40 quid?" 
Well, had I known what getting it into Belgium would cost, I might not have 
ordered it, but as it was a special order, I couldn't very well say to the 
lady in the bookshop that I didn't want it. 


Minutes later, as I sat thumbing through it, I was glad I hadn't! My word, 
what a book! Expensive, yes, and maybe had I ordered it in the UK (or the 
North American Continent) it would've been a lot cheaper, but take the quality 
of the photos, page after page, radio gear from 1904 or so, ship's wireless 
installations, ladies making induction coils - mostly, thanks to the old 
plate cameras, without a trace of grain. Most of ‘em look like they were 
taken yesterday. The detail is exquisite. And then there's all the piccies 
of the reproduction gear the author spent years creating, many in colour. 
The "1910" marine installation he made in 1991, magnetic detector, quenched 
and rotary spark gaps, induction coil, etc etc etc. Plus all the detail of 
how he made it. Around 160 pages, 28 x 20 cms, of sheer joy. 


My apologies to those who subscribe to both the BA and Glowbugs lists for the 
repeat posting, but if you have any interest in spark radio, you will want 
this book. It's one of those "darn fool" books. If you lend it to someone 
and expect it to come back, you're a darn fool. 


Details: 


Title: In Marconi's Footsteps Early Radio 
Author: Peter R. Jensen VK2AQJ / G4GZT 
ISBN: 0 86417 607 4 
Publ: Kangaroo Press Pty Ltd, 

3 Whitehall Road, 

Kenthurst, 

NSW 2156 

Australia 


also PO Box 6125, 
Dural Delivery Centre, 
NSW 2158 
Australia 


Pardon my enthusing. Buy it and you will understand why. 
73, 


Duncan ON9CHU / GOUTY G-QRP 8117 dcadd@luc.ac.be 


Obligatory hollow state postscript: it has a schematic of Marconi's valve 


receiver of 1912 (Fleming diodes) plus a couple of photos of EARLY valve 
transmitters, including 2LO and 2MT. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu 

Subject: Re:In Marconi's Footsteps 

Message-ID: <Q099CA1E.B5062961.380@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 


Ohio University Electronic Communication 


Date: 19-Jan-1996 05:47pm EST 


To: Remote Addressee ( _MX%"boatanchors@theporch.com" ) 
From: Richard Post Dept: Instructional Media 
Services 
POST Tel No: 


Subject: Re:In Marconi's Footsteps 


For those of you with borrowing privileges on OhioLINK (mostly public 
universities and colleges in Ohio), there is one copy in the system that 
you can request electronically. As far as I know, interlibrary loan is 
possible through other university libraries. Check with your ILL 
department. 


>plate cameras, without a trace of grain. Most of ‘em look like they were 
>taken yesterday. The detail is exquisite. And then there's all the 
>piccies of the reproduction gear the author spent years creating, many in 
>colour. 

Great pictures and informative reading. 

>If you lend it to someone and expect it to come back, you're a darn fool. 


Unless, of course, you're a library. LC number is TK6547.J46 1994X 


Rich <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 


Received: 19-Jan-1996 05:47pm 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: jcondon@polaris.cv.nrao.edu (Jim Condon) 

Subject: re:Inspirational Names 

Message-ID: <9601191358.AA16545@polaris.cv.nrao.edu> 


Couldn't happen in the PC 90's. Violent-sounding names such as 
MARAUDER (and WARRIOR, INVADER, etc.) would be something like 
PEACEKEEPER. Imagine Heath naming their DX100 successor --- the TX-1 
NATIVE AMERICAN? 


Jim Condon, AD4YM 
jcondon@nrao. edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: "Nickels, Bob" <RNickels@P16.IL50.micro.honeywell.com> 
Subject: Re: Johns Radio RA17L saga 

Message-ID: <30FFEFA7@mail_gw.micro.honeywell.com> 


>And the South Africans squeezed it into a 2 lb receiver, the Barlow-Wadley 
>XCR-30 that never worked very well :-) 


I would sure like to talk to anyone with experience in aligning (i.e. 
getting the Wadley loop to work) the XCR-30 portable rx. 


Bob Nickels KEOT 
rnickels@micro.honeywell.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 

Subject: Lettine 240 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9601190746 .A23634-0100000@unixs3.cis.pitt.edu> 


I need a copy of the manual for the Lettine 240 for a friend. 
Can anyone assist me. Thank you. 


Dave, W3BIZ 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 


From: SCOTTPAUL@aol.com 
Subject: Lurkers, AOL, and $12 


Message-ID: <960118215653_300468946@emout06.mail.aol.com> 
As the title of the message indicates, I'd liek to comment on three issues. 


First, I've remarked earlier in this forum that I thought the $12 was a 
reasonable way to cover costs. Hoever, I have also advocated and will 
continue to advocate changing this mailer into a newsgroup. The volume of 
boatanchor messages makes it difficult for me to find and read actual 
personal mail, and newsgroup status avoids this problem altogether. 


Second, I'm mostly a lurker, but here's why. First, my primary interest is 
in home radios of the 30s-60s rather than in comx gear. Second, although I 
do answer individuals on the list, AOL's clumsy mailing software does not 
permit of multiple addresses so far as I know, so I cannot conveniently copy 
boatanchors on those replies, and unless I think it urgent, I don't. 


Third, as the alert reader will by now have noticed, I am an AOL subscriber. 
I'm not a twit, and I design electronics for a living. My choice of ISP 
should NOT cause me to receive abuse from other tube gear enthusiasts. 


Fourth, I am a regular reader of and contributor to 
therec.antiques.radio+phono newsgroup. That forum, with only occasional 
guidance from its moderator(s) stays on topic and is full of interesting 
information and questions/answers. I find its S/N ratio similar to that of 
this group--very good. 


End of signal; I'll quite here so as not to add noise. 


/scott robinson 
scottpaul@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: Don Reaves <dr@cei.net> 

Subject: Microfiche readers 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9601190103 .A17729-0100000@kc5jh.reaves.net> 


Barry Ornitz and Stan Griffiths (and probably others) have mentioned 
having and using microfiche readers in their pursuit of BA details. 
I've run into a source of surplus readers, but apparently there are a 
number of different types. What do I need to look for in a reader? I 
want to be able to peruse military BA manuals, QST and other pubs. and 
older test equipment manuals on fiche. What are your favorite sources 
of these media? 


Don Reaves KC5JH, ex WA5BBS dr@cei.net 
46 Arbor Oaks Drive 


N. Little Rock, AR 72120 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

Subject: Re: Microfiche readers 

Message-ID: <199601191053.CAA11487@desiree.teleport.com> 


>I've run into a source of surplus readers, but apparently there are a 
>number of different types. What do I need to look for in a reader? 


>Don Reaves KC5JH 
Hi Don, 


There are a lot of different formats for microfiche and the main thing is to 
get a reader that is compatible with the microfiche format you have. You 
may not have a choice of microfiche format so I suggest getting the 
microfiche first and then a reader to match. 


My case was simple. I wanted to read Tektronix instrument microfiche which 
comes in sheets about 4x6 inches. All of the sheets are the same size but 
the images come in two basic magnifications. Fortunately, I got a reader at 
the Tek "company store" when Tek was down-sizing for about $25. It has 
changeable lenses so I can accomodate both fiche magnifications. Tek also 
produced microfiche in an entirely different format in the mid-'60s and I 
was able to rescue some of that from a dumpster 30 years ago and had the 
foresight to hang onto it. A couple of years ago, while cruising the Tek 
company store, what should I find but an antique microfiche reader that 
nobody wanted because nobody had any fiche it would read . . . except me! I 
got it for 5 bucks! So I have two readers in the shop, plus a parts reader, 
and another good one in the house where my e-mail/Internet/Word 
Perfect/games computer is located. The local library here has three readers 
that will produce hardcopies from the newer Tek microfiche. Fifteen cents 
per image. 


I believe HP uses the same format as Tek does now for microfiche. I have no 
idea what other companies or the Gov't may use. 


Stan W7NI@teleport.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: More stars in E-R! 

Message-ID: <199601190525.AA06579@northshore.ecosoft.com> 


I neglected to mention that there's a nice photo of Sandy Blaize W5TVW in 
his shack on page 17 in this month's E-R. 


Hope I didn't miss any of our other BA-List types. 
Cordially, 


Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 
mc@shore.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: David Stinson <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Moving the BC-458 to 40 meters. 

Message-ID: <960119070627_72227 .1640_EHM82-1@CompuServe. COM> 


I musta been sleeping or something and missed this one: 


>Subject: Re: ARC-5 Question 

>questions. First, are there unobtrusive or easily restorable mods for 
>bringing the 458A up to 40 meters or down to 80 meters? Second, what do you 
>figure the chances are of swapping the 458A for a 457 or 459? 

>John 

>NOGIT 

>jschwart@ix.netcom.com 


Moving the BC-458 up to 40 meters or the BC-457 down to 80 
is easy as pie. No need to chop off coil turns or do major surgery. 
If you'd rather go 80 meters, contact me about swapping your 458 for a 457. 


KkKKKKKKKKKKKK WARNING! WARNING! DANGER, WILL ROBINSON! ! xxxxxx%x%*x% 
REMEMBER, THERE IS HI B+ RIGHT ON TOP OF THOSE EXPOSED 1625s! 
EVEN IF YOU'RE SURE IT ISN'T HOT, IT xISx! 
Look on exposed plate caps as you would a loaded gun. I can show you 
the scars I got from forgetting to treat these ladies with respect. They bite. 
KKK KI KKK KKK IIA KI KKK III KIKI III KIKI KIKI III III III III III III IKI III III IK KK 
KK 
Another important note: 
Don't mess with the blue-topped inductance screws in the 
oscillator and PA outputs. Moving them is not required and 
it's a major pain to get back in place. Ist Nict Verdiddleshticken. 
If you've already moved them, email me for the tuning proceedure. 
KK II KK IKK KIKI IKI KKK KI III IKK III IKI KIKI III IK IKI III IKK IIIA IIIA KIKI AIK 


1. Set the tuning dial to about 6.7 MC (or 4 MC). This is the new bottom 
of the band for you. Nope, 7.1 won't be at the 6.8 MC mark since the 


tuning compresses as you go up in freq. Tuning charts are easy. 


2. Remove the top and bottom covers. Remove the red set screws 
holding the VFO cap (inside the hole on the right of the Osc. can 
and the PA tuning cap (middle one) under the chassis. Carefully 
put these screws in a safe place so you'll know right where they 
were when you can't find them. There is enough friction to hold 
these caps in place unless you plan to go Command Set Mobile. 
Don't laugh. It's been done. And I might again.... 


3. Put the bottom back on and power-up the filiments and the Lo B+ 
for the osc. Use a thin screwdriver to push the VFO cap lever 
around until you get a zero-beat on 7MC (or 3.5 MC). 

On the BC-457, you may need to go all the way to full capacity. 


4. Power the HI B+ and tune the PA cap through the small hole 

in the side of the rig for max output. Put the lid back on and you're 
done. 

You can fine-tweek through the slide-cover hole on the top. 


Good Luck and hope to QSO Command set to Command set. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S/7 
72227 .1640@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: "Homer Blincoe" 
<"blincoe_h%O0rganization=ELEC_SYST_ENGR%Telephone=4211"@a1.clust> 
Subject: odd behavior 


One of the odd aspects of the development of the transistor was the initial 
dedication to using it in a "grounded base" mode. From what I have read, 
the very designation of "base" came from the way the early developers 

built up and tested the devices: they put the doped silicon on a "base" 

or flat topped post, which, of course, was usually circuit common. 


For a while the "alpha" gain of the transistor, really always a loss, 
was the aspect emphasized. The main gain was in voltage as the current 
into the emitter was aways a little more than what came out the collector. 


It was a few years after people were making use of the early devices that 
the emphasis shifted to the "beta" gain, the current in the collector 
that was controlled, divided by the base input current change required. 


I began my radio activity just before WWII and became very familiar with 
vacuum tube technology...but I shifted to those early transistors in 1954 


for audio work...no filament noise concerns and unlimited life. My amps 
were in use throughout the nation in the form of those telephone time 
announcement machines that Audichron had a monopoly on (with the aid of 
Ma Bell) from about 1938 to 1978. At one time Audichron had 470 plus 
cities, and our competitors only 16. Our company only had 21 people when 
I joined and I was the only EE. We had just shifted to magnetic recording 
when I got there and the 5879 low noise pentodes were a real nusiance 
compared to my transistor pair. Once it got Bell lab's blessing it was 
used for all units for the next 24 years. 


-ooeee- End of Forwarded message 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: Sheldon Wheaton <swheaton@sky.net> 

Subject: Re: Panadapter Info Wanted 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.960119001051 .1253F-100000@solar.sky.net> 


On Thu, 18 Jan 1996, Jan Skirrow wrote: 


> I just got a Panadapter Model PCA-2T-200, manufactured by the Panoramic 
> Radio Corp, NYC. 


> Does anyone have any info on this canoe anchor? Dare I hope there might be a 
> circuit diagram out there in BA land? 


Hi Jan, I can provide a good photocopy of the original 40 page manual for 
the PCA-2 (not sure if that is different than your model) to you, or 
anyone else who needs it, for $8 including postage (in the U.S.). 

73, Sheldon KCOCW 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: "Cal J. Eustaquio" <ceustaqu@violin.aix.calpoly.edu> 

Subject: Problem with my NC-303, 6AH6 

Message-ID: <Pine.A32.3.91.960119071500.35037B-100000@violin.aix.calpoly.edu> 


Help- I need help! 


Checked the 6AH6 tube in my NC-303 and replaced it. Still weak or no 

signal into my revr. Don't have the schematic but think that the tube is 
the RF gain. Lots of IF tho'. Check the socket at the 'H6. Reads as follows: 
Plate-58 vdc. Screen-90 vdc. Control grid- -1.5vdc. Fil o.k. Checked the 
plate resistor and screen resistors. Checked within 10%. Still puzzled. 
Assist anyone? (BTW, with tube pulled and socket checked, plate runs back 


up to 108 vdc on an open circuit). Thanks. Cal, N6KYR. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: USSAILIS@forum. phast.umass.edu 

Subject: Punch card cabs 

Message-ID: <Q1I069M1SXCI9KM2BU@oitvms.oit.umass.edu> 


K4CGY is so right. We used surplus IBM pinch card file cabs for part storage at 
Georgia Tech in the early 80s. The price was always right. We had students tape 
surplus punch cards in ‘em as dividers. 


Jim, W1EQO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: ktv@jaxnet.com (ktv) 

Subject: re:RCA AR-88.LF 

Message-ID: <199601190447.XAA16566@mailhub. jaxnet.com> 


Engelbert, 

I too own an AR88LF and was lucky enough to aquire the original manual(s) 
with it. The resistor you mention is listed as 2,700 ohms +-10% 4W. I 
checked and mine is not wire wound. Also the 6V6-GT/G audio output tube is 
correctly shown in the LF manual. 

Apparently fitting an "S"/tuning meter was a common mod to the AR-88's as 
mine too has a meter added into the right window which originally only held 
a backlit RCA emblem with AR-88-LF under and FREQUENCY RANGE 25-500KC 
1.5-30MC under that. Frequencies listed are dependent on which model you 
have. Mine IS an AR-88.LF but frequency range is 73 to 55Q0KC and 1.480 to 
30.5MC. The manual lists my ‘frequencies but pictures a unit with a front 
displaying the previous spread. One receiver book I have seen lists my 
frequency spread receiver as a CR-91 and grey in color but the manual and 
receiver itself clearly state AR-88.LF and color is black. 

I understand your interest in getting the unit back going as I regard it 
as one of the best sounding and sensitive receivers I own. Best of luck on 
the restoration. If you have any other questions or would like a copy of 
the manual/schematic let me know. I also have the original of RCA's "Navy 
Model RDM Diversity Radio Receiving Equipment" instruction manual which used 
3 AR-88's togeather. Interesting concept of reducing or eliminating signal 
fading ...and interesting reading as well. 


Best of 73's, 
Warren, AB4GE 
AMI 4144 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: merrigan@ee.ualberta.ca 

Subject: re:RCA AR-88.LF 

Message-ID: <199601190548.XAA04770@uro.theporch. com> 


In <199601190447. XAA16566@mailhub.jaxnet.com>, on 01/18/96 at 10:49 PM, 
ktv@jaxnet.com (ktv) said: 


>I understand your interest in getting the unit back going as I regard it 
>as one of the best sounding and sensitive receivers I own. 


Regarding the AR-88LF/ CR91A. I have to agree; the audio from these 
units wonderful. This aa great receiver to sit back and scan around the 
bands with. Also, when I first started longwave beacon dxing in the 
early 80's, this was the rx I used. 


With regard to the front panel colors, the CR-91A I have is grey, and then 
AR88-LF I have is black. (gloss black). The CR91-A has the S-meter and 
the crystal phasing control, the AR-88LF does not. 


merrigan@ee.ualberta.ca 
3rd Year EE 

University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Quaecumque vera 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Jim.Cain, K1TN <Cainjim@aol.com> 

Subject: Still for sale 

Message-ID: <9601190720.ab15188@jackatak.theporch.com> 


FOR SALE: Package deal, Halli HA-1 keyer, Halli HA-5 vfo, Drake 2NT 
transmitter, all clean, complete and working, with (photocopy) manuals. 
Custom cables included: these are ready to plug and play, just adda 
receiver. $250 including shipping. Reply to Jim Cain, K1TN, at 
<cainjim@aol.com> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 


Subject: SW-3 clones 
Message-ID: <SA39+06wzka@hrlbani10.alhra.af.mil> 


On the topic of ‘large-Henry' chokes, it seems to me that it would be safer to 
go with a conventional audio transformer when building a clone. If memory 
serves (I don't have a schematic at hand as I write this), in an SW-3 the full 
B+ is across the headphones (of course, it would be heresy to change this 
setup in an actual SW-3). A decent audio transformer could be had for $20 or 
so... AES offers appropriate types in that price range. 
73, John Martin 

jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: standard@pcs.mb.ca 

Subject: SWAN NET 

Message-ID: <199601190612.AAA08350@pcs.mb.ca> 


If conditions are better this Sunday, there may be a few more check-ins. 
Give it a try anyway, and drop in even if the BA isnt a Swan. 

14.250 Mhz + or - QRM 

4 pm CST 

Sunday 


Tune up starts about 3:45. 
73 & cul 


Gary VE4YH 
standard@pcs.mb.ca 

Gary Smith VE4YH 
standard@pcs.mb.ca 
VE4YH@VE4KV .#WPG.MB.CAN.NA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: David Adams <dave@flowserver.stem.com> 

Subject: The restoration of the S-27 continues. 
Message-ID: <9601192227 .AAQ0986@flowserver.stem.com> 


I think I'm in the home stretch, but have a few parts bits I need. 


First, question: Those old yellow-ish halllicrafter dials. How 
does one elegantly repair or come up with a replacement for one? In 
my case, the smaller tuning dial face is complete but seriously 
cracked thoughout and on the verge of self-destructing. I've tried 
to think of ways to repair it that would look okay (it's an 


alluminated dial), but nothing comes to mind. Any suggestions (or 
basket-cases lying about from which a dial could be pulled)? 


Second, a basket-case question, I don't have the case or covers for 
the 27. Just the rackmountable chassis and front/rackmount side 
panels....anyone have a case from this series radio thay wanna part 
with? 


Dave 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: The whole impedance thing 

Message-ID: <9601192223 .AA13799@texan.frco.com> 


Chris, 

Think of the source as a source of power. For a microphone, it's 
microwatts. A low impedance mic delivers a correspondingly low 
voltage. A high impedance input is designed for a high (relatively) 
voltage for rated output (loudness at the speaker). So, if it sees 
a low voltage, the speakers don't make much noise. An impedance 
‘matching' transformer boosts the low voltage of a 600 ohm line to 
a voltage high enough for the input stage to notice. The low 
impedance line is used to keep the cable capacitance time constant 
from dropping into the audio range. Nothing kinky about it. 


The mic doesn't have to deliver power to the input the way that a 
transmitter has to deliver power to an antenna. Most inputs just 
need to see voltage, because the rest of the amp provides the power 
gain for the speakers. Power RF circuits require more attention to 
impedance matching to prevent wasted power. 


Did that help, or was it too terse? 

Bill Hawkins 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: Sandy Blaize <70401.134@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Trade? Misc stuff... 

Message-ID: <960119200508_70401.134_THD137-1@CompuServe. COM> 


I have a few odds and ends, some junky, some pretty nice. Here they are: 


General Radio vintage capacitor bridge, model 740B, front panel has some 


corrosion. It works! 

Could be restored with some difficulty, if you are into restoring old G-R test 
gear! (I'm not.) 

No I don't have a manual on it, but a schematic is inside the case. Trade for? 


Hewlett-Packard model 614A microvolt signal generator. 
Covers range of 780-2100 Mhz. in one band. Pulse modulator 
also built-in. Used but good condition. 


Hewlett-Packard model 616A mate to above. Covers 1750-4000 Mhz. 

in one band. Needs some working on in power supply. One transformer looks 
cooked. 

in fair to good condition otherwise. 


AN/PRM-1 Field Strength Meter. Actually a receiver that covers about 150 khz to 
25 Mhz. 

Have transit trunk, loops, AC power supply, technical manual etc. Sorta rare 
and in good 

condition. 


I need to move this stuff out if possible. I'm looking for Heatkit IP-17 Power 
Supply in good shape 

(Maybe an IP-32), also an EICO 368 or 369 Sweep Generator in working condition, 
Hallicrafters 

HT-17 and HT-18 transmitters, Hallicrafters SX-100 that is nice 
cosmetically..... what have you? 


73, 


Sandy, W5TVW 


Boat anchors collected, restored, traded and used! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: johnculp@tricon.net (John Culp) 

Subject: Re: Transistor development - and tubes, too! 
Message-ID: <v01510108ad258e3£0b25@[204.176.127.18]> 


And to keep things related to a BA vein: When a Russian 
pilot flew his Mig-25 Foxbat to Taiwan (or was it Japan) years 
ago, U.S. authorities tore it down to see "what made it tick" and 
discovered that the TACAN, for example, which compared favorably 
in performance with our own TACAN, was essentially a vacuum-tube 
device using miniature tubes which were very highly developed, 
far beyond anything that had been done with tubes in the West. 
I've been told that one of the reasons the Soviets lagged behind 


VV VV VV VV 


the West in solid-state development, and continued to advance the 
state of the art in tube technology, was that they had the same 
problem Shockley did: silicon purification and doping processes 
weren't sufficient developed. 


VVV MV 


At the time there were many news reports about how "primitive" the Foxbat 
was; why, it had _vacuum tubes_ in its electronics! 


One reason I've read that the Soviets liked tubes: They're quite resistant 
to the effects of the broadband electromagnetic pulse accompanying nuclear 
explosions, which instantly fries most solid-state stuff! 


John 


"From whose womb comes the ice? 

Who gives birth to the frost of the heavens 
when the waters become hard as stone, 

when the surface of the deep is frozen?" 


Job 38:29-30 (NIV) 


John S. Culp, M.D. 
Bristol, Tennessee, U.S.A. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: standard@pcs.mb.ca 

Subject: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <199601190526. XAA29826@pcs.mb.ca> 


Well, I didnt want to sound morbid with the title but think about this. 


Let me begin my story by telling you that I havent' been able to park my car 
in the garage for almost 10 years, I just sold off the 2500+ tubes that I 
thought I wouldnt' need anymore that were stored in my wifes pantry, and I 
am a insane rabid collector of Swan gear or any other tube HF rigs that I 
can get my hands on. I've taken over my sons bedroom on the main floor of 
the house for my ham shack, (I did build him a very nice room downstairs) so 
I would be closer to the family when playing with radios. 


There! I spilled my guts. 
A couple of years ago I was called upon by a local hams widow to clean up 


his ham gear that he had been collecting for almost 30 years. I never new 
the guy but I was recommended to her to sell off the stuff and get a fair 


price for it. 
He was a packrat! 


The garage, the basement, the backyard, the shed, you name it, was jammed 
with old gear (yes, some VERY nice BA's) and parts, each labelled and with a 
note reminding him of the progress he had made, price he had paid, and fixes 
that he had performed. After two weeks of evenings and weekends, three 
recruited helpers, we started to haul. I placed ads on the local swap and 
shop, phoned hams that I knew were looking for items, took 2 3/4 ton truck 
loads FULL of small parts to the eight tables I had at the flea market, and 
sold off everything I could. 


It was an incredible amount of work. The widow, who has since become a 
friend (I'm 37, she's 70 something) was very attached to her husbands 
belongings and during the whole time told me stories of how he had brought 
the items home, spent many of their hard earned 1950 dollars to buy gear, 
and had taken over the property with his hobby. She loved him VERY much and 
always supported his undertakings. 


When the smoke had cleared I gave her the money I had collected and she 
looked at me and said "thats all?" 


I felt awfull. 


Who is going to clean up’our stuff when we're gone? This woman had stewed 
for 2 years over what to do, and finally found out that most of it was 
worthless junk. What an incredible burden to place on a spouse or family. 
The old saying of"One mans trash in another mans treasure" can also be the 
reverse. 


I'm not sure what my point is here, but since then I have started to stand 
back and look at myself, and I am curious as to what I've seen. I've 
started to clean out the garage, the basement, and the shack. I got rid of 
the real JUNK and am trying to be more selective in my purchases. I've made 
arrangements with a few other hams to sell off my stuff incase something 
should happen to me, and have talked to my wife about the REAL value of my 
gear, TO OTHERS. 


Think about it........ 
Thanks for listening. 


Gary VE4YH 
standard@pcs.mb.ca 


PS I still can't get the car in the garage but I can see the floor again! 


Imagination is more valuable than knowledge. AE 
Gary Smith VE4YH 

standard@pcs.mb.ca 

VEAZYH@VEAKV .4HWPG.MB.CAN.NA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Sandy Blaize <70401.134@compuserve.com> 

Subject: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <960119074453_70401.134_THD27-2@CompuServe.COM> 


The only problem is: What used to be junk is now sought after!!!! 

I purposely DIDN'T collect LOTS of E.F. Johnson stuff a few years back, that was 
being given 

away or almost given away, because I never thought there would be a resurgence 
of interest in 

"tube" ham gear! I could have bought MINT Rangers for $10-20, Viking 500's for 
$60, Viking II's 

for $25, R-388's for $25 and R-390As for $35-50 in GOOD shape! All the tubes 
you wanted and 

parts like coils forms, RF Chokes, tube sockets, power transformers etc. for 
nothing or "come and get it" I participated in a ship transmitter refit 
program. We removed about 40 plate modulator units 

from Mackay Marine transmitters. They were small chassis with 600 ohm to grid 
driver transformer, two 811A's in sockets, modulation transformer (250 watts) 
with muti-impedance taps. They were originally designed for a rig running a 
pair of 813's at 500 watts input. Nearly ALL these were put into the 

dumpster (less the tubes) because nobody wanted them! I coulda sold them like 
hotcakes for 

$25 a pop today! I remember a Shreveport hamfest I didn't attend about 10 years 
ago where some 

guy had three COUNT 'EM 1-2-3... Collins KW-1 transmitters. Two were well worn, 
one looked real good. He wanted $400 for the "good" one and $300 for the 
"tatty" looking ones! Nobody seemed 

interested in them. If I were there then, I would have bought just the "good" 
one for "kicks". 


It is very hard to judge WHAT to keep! Nearly everything REALLY worthwhile 
ISN'T being made anymore. Throw it away today, tomorrow you will need it, or it 
will be like gold. "Murphy's Law" 

always seems to prevail. Maybe that guy saw into the future, but didn't collect 
the right stuff? 


73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


Boat Anchors collected, restored, traded and used! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: dt@scotborders.co.uk (David Topham - Arts & Science) 
Subject: Re: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <9601191110.AA19060@scotborders.co.uk> 


Creepily.... ...this subject cropped up concurrently with a side QSO going 
on. I post my own conclusion (conclusion - har har!): 


My Will is going to be a scream. If I can get enough cash together perhaps I 
can combine my BA interest with my other great love - megalithic archeology. 
My weary executors will be tasked with constructing an hermetic underground 
cavern using only rough hewn stone slabs in which an effigyx of myself will 
be interred surrounded by some 4 tons of grave goods for the eternal 
confusion of archeologists to come........ 


*xthe real thing will be going somewhere quite different - out to one of the 
western isles which will make a splendid and beautiful journey should anyone 
wish to trace their roots! 


73, David Topham GM3WKB dt@artscience.scotborders.co.uk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 

From: Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 

Subject: Re: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9601190708.E23634-0100000@unixs3.cis.pitt.edu> 


Many of us own or have access to a video camera that could be used to 
film our collections with an audio commentary describing what the viewer 
is seeing and expressing an opinion on what the unit may be worth. This 
taped backup would be valuable for your wife and children as well as an 
insurance adjuster in the event of a fire or robbery. 


I noticed in The Amateur Radio Trader magazine that some firm is 
advertising their services as an agent for estate dispositions. All of 
us should have a family member selected who appreciates and understands 
the value of our collections - it could be a nephew, son etc. to be the 
executor when we die. 


Thank you. 


Dave, W3BIZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: RE: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <9601191435.AA03171@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


In the mid-'70s I had a similar experience to the one 
described by Gary, VE4YH. It involved a local ham who built 
almost everything he owned by using pieces of surplus (Command 
Sets and the like) mixed with homebrew. Although highly 
functional, his station xlooked* horrible, and the level of 
workmanship on his homebrew equipment was mediocre at best. 
Except for a few pieces of Heath and Eico test equipment, a 
couple of unmodified ARC-5 transmitters (which didn't bring but a 
few dollars each in those days), a Lionel J-36 bug and a Navy 
flameproof key (well used), there wasn't much to sell. I got the 
widow as much as I could, and being a well-educated woman she 
understood the situation very well and donated the unsold 
homebrew and hacked-up surplus to a vocational/technical school. 
We tried to give the the most honest assessment we could of the 
scrap value of the parts, etc., so she could at least get a tax 
break on the unsold stuff. 


And here's a personal anecdote: My XYL told me several 
years that she was definitely going to die first because "You're 
not dying and leaving me with all that junk in the basement!" 
Last September, when I took a stress test and got called to come 
back for further tests because "something didn't look quite 
right," the dear wife quietly suggested that it might be time for 
me to start cleaning out the basement..... but the second test 
showed no cardiovascular problems, BTW, so I didn't. ;-) 


The subject is worth serious thought, however, because we 
ain't immortal. 


73, 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: RE: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <9601191653 .AA13613@texan.frco.com> 


Yes, well, glad someone brought that up. People, as you might expect, 


take different approaches to collecting. It usually begins with the 
innocent desire to recapture some of one's youth, with a fondly 
remembered piece of gear. (It can also begin with the latest fad, 
like glass audio, but I can't stand to talk about that.) In my case, 
it started with a Hallicrafters SX62-A and National HFS offered for 
sale on the 'net, back when the newsgroups were manageable. Then I 
heard about the R-390 series, and accumulated an R-388, 389, 390, 390A, 
391, and 392. It seemed like a good idea at the time, to learn about 
the peak of vacuum tube receiver technology. Now I know the peak is 
broader than that, but fortunately I have run out of room to collect 
more specimens - mostly because I also got examples of vacuum tube 
test equipment by General Radio, Hewlett-Packard, and Tektronix. 


My dear wife, who does not collect anything, tolerates my behavior but 
doesn't understand it. If Death swings his scythe at me before I'm 
ready, she will call the trash company because she places no value on 
the stuff that lines the basement walls. That will take some more 
stuff out of circulation. Understand, I'm not ready to part with it 
yet, because I hope it will make my retirement years more interesting. 


I ache for the guy who carefully documented his collection, only to 

have it carted off to hamfests. I went to an estate auction done by 
the local antique radio club, with an auctioneer who knew his stuff. 

Saw a chrome HH Scott set go for $85, then a guy wandered in and looked 
at the set. I told him what happened, and he said "I got here too late." 
That's where I got the RF section of a Hallicrafters DD-1, and the 
original operators manual for $20. Nobody knew what it was, including 
me, but I was interested in diversity reception (those have been sold). 
I've also seen stuff that was stacked in a barn because the owner did 
not know what it was, which deteriorated into junk. 


The point is (I think there's one here) that this list reaches more 
people who know the value of some piece of gear than you will ever 
find at a hamfest. But the interest is diversified. You can't say 
you have an interesting collection for sale for $10,000 and expect 

to get a buyer. You must sell each piece. You must sell over a 
period of time that makes it possible for you to handle the shipping 
and correspondence. That goes against the grain of collecting, so 

not many do it. And that's what makes good gear available for cheap, 
or makes collected gear more valuable (because your's got thrown away). 


And that goes double (or more) for a book collection. 
Bill Hawkins 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 
From: GALBRAITH CHRISTOPHER <99galbra@lab.cc.wmich.edu> 


Subject: RE: When we die??? 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960119123518 .596A-100000@grog> 


Gang, 
I hope I'm not out of line here, but this ximportant* topic has compelled 
me to write my thoughts. 


First, the topic is important for two reasons, (1) the heirs to an estate 
should be fairly compensated for boatanchors, test equipment, parts (junk 
and treasure), and (2) the equipment needs to be xavailablex. 


The first point is taken care of by an inventory/price list, pictures, 
xmaps*x :), etc... 


The second point is taken care of by having a friend (preferably more 
than one) actually provide access to the boatanchor-loving world (like 
this list, ER, etc..). 


This is extremely important to me as I'm a youngin' (23) who's lust for 
this stuff began when I was 5 (first time I saw one on a Munster's 
episode :), and will surely continue 'til I'm at the door of the beyond 
(hopefully years and years to come). So one of my worst fears is 

that much of the boatanchor supply will end up in the dump because of a 
lack of care and preperation for the inevitable. 


I have had one opportunity to divide up and sell an estate of a wonderful 
older lady in my town. Her husband had been a ham for 25 years and had 
amassed quite a load of radios and parts. Since the equipment (with the 
exception of some test equipment) was all modern, I wasn't interested in 
it. So the deal we worked out was that I would sell all the ‘good' stuff 
(pricewise--the modern gear) for her, and get to keep the tubes and 
parts. I was very happy to have all the ‘old junk', and she was very 
happy to have xallx the stuff distributed amongst those who loved it in 
addition to the money. 


Just think of what would've happened if she would have met me and another 
‘typical’ ham would've taken care of the stuff. Quite possibly, the 
solid state stuff would've been snapped up and all the old tubes, caps, 
etc... would've ended up in the dump. That's what worries me. 


So inventory that stuff, arrange for friends to take care of it when the 
time comes (may it be a long time!), and give your family the scoop. 


May boatanchors live forever!! 
73, Chris KA8WFC 


p.s. I'd be happy to have it all in case no-one's interested in the cash 


:), heh heh, just kidding. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu> 

Subject: RE: When we die??? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SV4.3.91.960119083026.15361B -100000@uhunix5> 


Well, maybe one suggestion is for the XYL to notify the BA list when 
you pass on. You carefully prepare a file listing what you've 

got and the prices, and instruct the XYL upon your death to forward 
that file to say, Jack or some other responsible party on here. 


The packing and shipping details are left for the reader... 


Jeff NH6IL, SK (this note was prepared before hand) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 09:35:36 1996 
From: Lrware@aol.com 

Subject: RE: workshops 

Message-ID: <960118221902_200742666@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


Hmm.. workshops, The only thing unusual about mine is the number of 
documents. I just took a tape measure out to see, and I discovered that 

I have 320 linear feet of manuals, catalogs, and books. Plus 2 office size 
4 drawer filecabs full of clippings and notes... 

Add another 12-25 feet of magazines and OLD electronic books in the house. 
Everything ranges from 1899 to last week. Last time I counted I had 14 
different tube data books... :-) 

-Larry Ware 

lrware@aol.com 

PS: If it's old book and has to do with electronics, I'll probably offer to 
buy it when your'e ready to sell... 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 19 17:09:37 1996 

From: Schroeder.Wbst207V@xerox.com 

Subject: WTB 73 Mags 

Message-ID: <"19-Jan-96 15:45:10" .*.Schroeder.wbst207v@Xerox. com> 


I am looking for three issues of 73 Magazine- 


October 1974 April 1982 October 1982 


If anyone has any of the above issues available for sale, please contact me. 


TIA 


---Looking for RAL receiver--- 
73 Russ W2DYY 


schroeder.wbst207v@xerox.com 


